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Philosophy of Internet (1): Hubert Dreyfus’s Viewpoint
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World Wide Web

(WWW)

E-mail

FTP

Telnet

Internet
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Hubert Lederer Dreyfus (born October 15, 1929)
An American philosopher and 

professor of philosophy at the University of California, Berkeley



http://socrates.berkeley.edu/~hdreyfus/
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Extropianism, also referred to as the philosophy of Extropy, is 

an evolving framework of values and standards for continuously 

improving the human condition. Extropians believe that 

advances in science and technology will some day let people live 

indefinitely. An extropian may wish to contribute to this goal, 

e.g. by doing research and development or volunteering to test 

new technology.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extropianism
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Douglas Bruce Lenat (born in 1950) 
is the CEO of Cycorp, Inc. of Austin, Texas





Terry Allen Winograd (born February 24, 1946)
an American professor of computer science at Stanford University, 

and co-director of the Stanford Human-Computer Interaction Group.







http://www.nowherenearithaca.com/2013/05/exploring-convergence-of-pagerank.html







How Far is Distance Learning from Education?









STAGE 1: NOVICE

STAGE 2: ADVANCED BEGINNER

STAGE 3: COMPETENCE

STAGE 4: PROFICIENCY

STAGE 5: EXPERTISE

STAGE 6: MASTERY

STAGE 7: PRACTICAL WISDOM

Learning Stages









Disembodied Telepresence and the Remoteness of the Real



René Descartes



Maurice Merleau-Ponty (1908-1691)

















Nihilism on the Information Highway: 

Anonymity vs. Commitment in the Present Age



Søren Kierkegaard (1813-1855)





Jürgen Habermas (1929-)









Virtual Embodiment: Myths of Meaning in Second Life



Philip Rosedale (1968-)
Linden Lab founder, secondlife.com





(1) Business ventures



(2) Playing Second Life as a game





(3) Building a world



(4) Recovering a sense of enchantment



Edward Castronova
Professor, Dept. of Telecommunications, Indiana University Bloomington



(5) Artistic creation



(6) Finding new friends



(7) Living in an alternative world



(7) Living in an alternative world



THE EXISTENTIALIST CRITIQUE OF SECOND LIFE



AN ALTERNATIVE WAY OF LIFE ENCOURAGED IN SECOND LIFE: 
EXPLORING NEW WORLDS THROUGH SAFE EXPERIMENTATION



TWO RISKY WAYS OF LIFE DISCOURAGED IN SECOND LIFE:
BOLD EXPERIMENTATION AND UNCONDITIONAL COMMITMENT



ARE ANY SOURCES OF MEANING NECESSARILY ABSENT
FROM SECOND LIFE?





Conclusion


